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Project aims 
• Identify local user-partners working with children with 

neurodevelopmental disorders (NNDs). 

• Explore research and dissemination priorities  

• Build sustainable relationships through engagement (interviews, event, 
follow up). 

 

Engagement and showcase event 

- showcase the range of School of Psychology NDD research.  

- facilitate discussions to further identify research and dissemination needs. 

• Identify Research Ambassadors for ongoing partnership with researchers. 
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What we did 
Applied for ESRC funding: Impact Acceleration (User Engagement) scheme 
Interviewed practitioners working in NDD fields. 

o Previous experience with research  

o Main priorities for future research 

o Areas they think have already been covered by research 

o Barriers for participating in research 

o Use of research to inform practice 

o Research dissemination needs 

Lucy Licence Emily Goodman 
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Who we’ve seen so far 

Type of professional Number seen 

Teachers/head teachers 4 

Clinical psychologists 8 

Educational psychologists 4 

Child and adolescent 

psychotherapists 

1 

Learning disability nurses 1 

Consultants in neurodisabilities 1 

Heads of SEND services 2 
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Research priorities – what does need 
researching 

• Mental health in NDD- distinguishing between the two  

• Attachment and NDD 

• Research on females specifically, particularly with ASD 

• Actual implications of research  

• Assessments- particularly validation of the 
standardised measures for NDD groups and potential 
adaptations of assessments  

• Outcome measures of interventions  
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“Neurodevelopmental disorders and mental 
health difficulties. Also, more research into 

how to distinguish between the two” 

“More recognition of the strengths/good 
things within neurodevelopmental 

disorders” 

“Preparing individuals with 
Autistic Spectrum Conditions for 

when they get older” 
 

“Methods of communication- NHS 
speech and language support is 

decreasing in schools and therefore 
schools need to implement their own 

therapies/interventions” 
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What doesn’t need researching? 

• Over all consensus that there needs to be 
more NDD research 

But 

• Less research on academic issues, more on 
translating findings to practice  

• Lack of practice informing research  
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“Too much research purely points out what is 
problematic. Need to know more about the 

implications”  

“There is too much research currently that 
doesn’t involve professionals that work with the 

population being researched” 

“There is a lot of findings within the field 
of neurodevelopmental disorders, but 
not much on how to translate those 

findings into practice” 

“Research needs to be more about 
what we are seeing on an everyday 

basis” 
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Barriers to research participation 
Most people expressed an interest in wanting to be 
involved in research in some capacity  
 
Almost everyone said this was limited by: 
• Resources – time, financial 
• Lack of advertisement/knowledge of opportunities 
   
Plus 
• Lack of mutual benefit 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-m9XU4cDXAhWDyRoKHYd4CzkQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_and_Social_Research_Council&psig=AOvVaw3utQlvRvtx-lh07_eja4hi&ust=1510841590483237


Research dissemination 

• Too long and complicated The academic 
jargon used isn’t accessible to everyone 

• Lack of universal terminology  

• Issues with access to online journals (often 
can only obtain the abstract) 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-m9XU4cDXAhWDyRoKHYd4CzkQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_and_Social_Research_Council&psig=AOvVaw3utQlvRvtx-lh07_eja4hi&ust=1510841590483237


“It’s hard to get through all the jargon 
to the important stuff and therefore 

work out how it can be applied” 
 

“There is so much conflicting and inaccurate 
information of the internet, it would be good 
to have a better knowledge of where to get 

reliable information about NDDs from” 
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Dissemination 

• Lay research summaries 

• Guides 

• Online resources 

• Social media 

• … 
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The welcome section 

The main site 

Where would you 
like to start? 





Parent 
stories 
 
Professional 
interviews 

Child 
introductions 

Original 
research 
articles 



Key topics 

Research News 



The database 

Available for families too! 
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‘Research Ambassadors’  

Ongoing partnership with researchers 

 

Including:  

- Consulting about planned research projects and how we 
can design these to best meet the needs of individuals 
with NDDs 

- Updates about relevant upcoming research projects  

- Dissemination of relevant research findings 
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Thank you 

• Interviewees 

• Lucy Licence and Emily Goodman 

• Funder: ESRC 

• Cerebra, University of Birmingham 

• Presenters  

• Today’s attendees 
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